KSC 2018 FORMATION PROGRAMME
TOPIC CHOSEN – YOUTH

Session Four:		Theme:    	Encouragement

“This grace-filled moment also concerns you, dear young people.  I encourage you to take an active part in this celebration and to realize that each of you is a child of God (cf. 1 Jn 3:1).  I would like to invite you, one by one, calling you by name, as Jesus does each day.  For you know that your names are written in heaven (Lk 10:20), in the heart of the Father, that Merciful Heart which is the source of all reconciliation and kindness.”   (Pope Francis, 6 January 2016, Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord)


Step 1:		Opening prayer:      from the  Order’S Prayers

Step 2:		READING ON THE THEME

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following are some excerpts from Archbishop Fisher (Sydney) address to the assembled youth (about 15000 of them) gathered for the opening in Sydney of the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in December 2017:

“To those who say young people today are only interested in themselves, their gadgets and experiences, not big ideals, commitments or sacrifices I say: look at this room, look at the sheer goodness here, the hope, the dreams. Your presence here shows you aspire to more than the shallow versions of fulfilment offered in the culture. You already have a bigger picture. Now hear Pope Francis' challenge to you at the last World Youth Day to 'Open new horizons for spreading joy'. Let me repeat that charge. To every young woman and man here this morning I say: open your eyes and hearts and minds to new horizons. Horizons are limits to our vision. But imagine seeing the world with Christ's eyes. From high, high on the Mount of the Beatitudes, high on the cross, high enough to ascend into heaven. Let Christ expand your horizons and He'll expand your heart accordingly. By God's grace, and with the support of family, friends and Church, you can do great things!

Why are you afraid Mazza (Mary), the angel said (cf. Lk 1:30). What are you guys worried about? The Church has been listening to you lately through the online survey and in other ways. We've heard many of you say you're concerned about mental health issues, including depression; about personal problems, including sexual, ethnic and spiritual identity; about your educational, employment and housing future; about forming and sustaining good relationships; about the direction of our politics, culture and Church on issues of life and love, justice and mercy; about avoiding loneliness and finding a community of real support; and about being a person of faith in an increasingly secular environment… 

Well, the Church is here for you and cares passionately about those very things too. The bishops have organized this big festival for you, to open new horizons for you, to listen to you, above all to demonstrate the Church's closeness to you. … On behalf of those bishops I say to all the young people here today or watching from afar: the Church in Australia loves you. We long for your presence and energy in our parishes, our worship, our service to the world. We need your ideas for the future of our Church, to make it the best church it can be, for your generation and beyond. The presence of all the bishops here today says very tangibly: the Church is here for you!”


Step 3:		Allow a few moments reflective silence.

Step 4:		SCRIPTURE READING

From the Letter to the Romans -  Chapter 12,  verses  6 – 9,  12 – 17

‘Then since the gifts that we have differ according to the grace that was given to each of us: if it is a gift of prophecy, we should prophesy as much as out faith tells us; if it is a gift of practical service, let us devote ourselves to serving; if it is teaching, to teaching; if it is encouraging, to encouraging.    When you give, you should give generously from the heart; if you are put in charge, you must be conscientious; if you do works of mercy, let it be because you enjoy doing them.
Be joyful in hope, persevere in hardship; keep praying regularly; share with any of God’s holy people who are in need; look for opportunities to be hospitable.  Bless your persecutors; never curse them, bless them.  Rejoice with others when they rejoice, and be sad with those in sorrow.  Give the same consideration to all others alike.  Pay no regard to social standing, but meet humble people on their own terms.’
 
Step 5:		REFLECTION   (5 Mins)

Step 6:		SHARING  (10 Mins)

The fact that so many young people gathered in Sydney is remarkable.  The fact that they really only represent a small minority of the Catholic youth of Australia is also significant.  Do we encourage them even though they are such a minority?  Why? 

In addition to the ‘why’ we might like to share in the ‘how’ from our own experiences and observations?  What practical steps can we take?  

Step 7:		CONCLUSION   We pray together;  

 Come Holy Spirit of this Great Southland
Inspire our entire faith community,
As we prayerfully discern new horizons for spreading joy
in the lives and communities of the People of God.
 
Come Holy Spirit of Youth
Fill the hearts of young people with the hope and love of Jesus Christ.
Enliven our community with the creativity, energy and joy of youth.
Guide us together, as we strive to offer God’s mercy
to those who feel abandoned or outcast.
 
Come Holy Spirit of Faith
Empower our community to be courageous.
Unite your people as witnesses of love.
Walk with us, as we blaze new trails of discipleship,
Accompanying young people as we renew the Church together.
 
Come Holy Spirit of Vocation
Stir within young people an awareness of God’s call.
Reveal to us the graces of young people.
Guide us all, in finding our place and raising our voices
To build a civilization of love.

Amen 
 
Our Lady of the Southern Cross, Help of Christians, pray for us.
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, friend of the young, pray for us. 

Step 8:		The meeting proceeds

Step 9:		CLOSING PRAYERS – FROM THE ORDER’S PRAYERS
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