Knights of theSouthern QrossAustraliacelebrates 100 yearduring its8th
National Triennial ConferenceMay 2426, 2019

By Andrew Vaccaro, State Secretary, KSC Victoria

A significant milestone was celebrated over the three days Indminfrom May 24, with celebrations
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set the course for the future.
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Australia and KSC National Chaplain Bishop Max Davis, arabsiated by the KSC State Chaplains

in attendance. In his homily, Bishop Davis reflected on the Feast Day of Our Lady, Help of Christians,

and its relevance in the early days of the Church in Sydney, and how it helped the formation of the

KSC in 1919, thi the support of then Archbishop Michael Kelly.

KSQ\ational Conference Opening MaSs$ Mar Cathedral Crypt

The Conference began in the Crypt with the Official Entry Procession and Lighting of the

International Candle, and declared open by KSC National Supreme Knight Brian Cooper of South
Australia, followed by jpening prayers, then the first decade of the Rosary. Present during the
Conference was a relic of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Patroness of the KSC. The Conference thus
began, with many issues discussed, including freedom on speech and religion bbdarita

endeavours, and so on. Conference matters were put on hold with the arrival of the Apostolic



Nuncio to Australia, His Excellency, the Most Reverend Adolfo Yllana, who reflected on the reasons
for the historical foundation of the Knights of the South@ross, and the mission that was
embarked upon since.

The Archbishop spoke positively about the chivalry and fraternity of the KSC, as well as their

charitable works. The Archbishop praised the Order for its devotion and action on its Objects, and its
defence of Catholic values and ethics in modern Australian society, where such values are attacked,

and Catholic voices are suppressed. The Archbishop urged those in attendance to resist those

efforts, and to stand up for Catholic values, as those Knighta dahtury ago when the Order was

formed, while continuing to show the acts of love and charity it has always done. The Archbishop

concluded his address by congratulating the KSC for its Centenary, and asked for the intercession of

Our Lady, Help of Chranhs, on Her Feast Day, to inspire the Order to renew this mission. The
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Annual General Meeting. At the conclusion of the AGM, the Conference adjourned to lunch.

L-R Fr Tony Keri(KSC Vic State ChaplaiMsgr Brian @Qoughlin(KSC WA State @plain), Frank
Duff (KSC NSW State Coundj)lérchbishop Alolfo YllangApostolic Nincio to Australig Brian
Cooper (Outgoing KSC National Simne Knighk, Bishop Max DavigSC National Chaplaitfr

AnthonyOnyirioha(KSC TaShalain), Fr Paul Hiler (KSC NSW State Chap)ain

Fdlowing lunch, Members and Wives travelled first to Macquarie Park Cemetary and Crematorium
(driving across the Sydney Harbour Bridge) to visit the grave of Order founder and 8&0MdSW
Grand (Supreme) Knight Joseph Patrick Lynch, where Prayersaitgeess shose in attendance payed
their respects. Following that, the bus took everyone to Rockwood Cemetary to visit the grave of
Order founder and firskSC NS\®@rand (Supreme) Knight Patrick Joseph Minahan, where again
Prayers were said as those in attiance payed their respects. The tour then continued up to the
adjacent St Michael Chapel, where those on the tour were greeted with some beautiful music from
the Organ just installed with the financial support of KSC NSW, played by organist Godelieve
Ghawalas.



Cemeteryisit to thegrave of Patrick Joseph Minan KSS(18661933) first KSC NS\@randKnight

On return to the Cathedral, the Conference resumed, with further discussion of Order Matters. With
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Cathedral for Vespers at the Chapel of the Irish Saiefere Mass at the main altar, celebrated by

Bishop Davis and concelebrated with the Order State Chaplains, again celebrating the Feast Day of

Our Lady Help of Christians. The Homily, delivered by Bishop Davis, reflected on the Feast Day of Our
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Catholics, who were originally ministered to by FrJohn Thargg,S { @ Ry S@ Qa LA 2y SSNJ L.

Following dinner, Members and Wives once again entered the Cathedral Crypt to listen to the
inaugural Minahan Oration given by the guest speaker, the Hon. Greg Donnelly, Member of the
Legislative Council of New South Walashik address, Mr Donnelly discussed the role of faith in
politics, and spoke on the role of a politician in defending faith in modern society. He posed the
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the life of KSC NSW founder Patrick Minahan (after whom the Oration was named), a Labor Party
New South Wales Legislative Assembly Member who was a devout Catholic (much like himself, but
in the Legislative Council) who fought for the rights of esh@articularly the poor and wrongly
accused. Mr Donnelly noted that Patrick Minahan was a politician who stood for his values, and
noted that today, many politicians views form not from their core beliefs, but led by what they
perceive society wants ohéem. Following his talk, he took question from those in attendance,

before Members and Wives retired for the day, ready to resume again tomorrow.



The Hon. Greg DonnelMember of the Legislative Coun®ISW

Day two of the Conference began with a brief address from KSC National Chaplain Bishop Max Davis,

imploring the KSC not to change its Objects, regardless of whatever external pressures make it
considered. The Conference then resumed with more KSC business, including the laying out of a
Vision/Mission/Plan for all levels of the KSC (Branch, District, State, éioddllrgoing into the
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Church. In spite of declining numbers throughout all institutions within our modern society, and
closing groups, the KSC in Victoria hangeo new Branches formed in the past 12 months,
encouraged and supported by the clergy who seek their assistance. This was followed with the
presentation of cheques on behalf of the Southern Cross Charitable Trust, one which went to KSC
Queensland to doate to the Veterans Care Association Inc. for over $5,000, and the other to KSC
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Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Perth in December 2019, with a contrilofitimer $4,000.
Future charitable donations were also proposed, including once again in support of the work that
Mary MacKillop International are doing in East Timor with education, a cause that the KSC has
sponsored nationally for the past few years.

TheConference was also addressed by the President of International Alliance of Catholic Knights,
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in 2017. President Walsh reflected on his time as IACK Pn¢gigleich draws to a close in October
2019), where he has travelled to many countries, and noted some of the different initiatives in those
countries. He noted that the IACK Orders in Africa are growing in numbers, in spite of the
persecution Catholics fadn many of those countries. He noted that at a National Conference in
Ghana, over 7,000 Ghanaian Knights were in attendance, and his address was broadcast live into
several other neighbouring countries. He also noted that he has had to settle differesivesen
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IACK Chaplain for his term, whom he nominated, BistidpeoDiocese of Sandhurst, Victeria



Bishop Leslie Tomlinson.

InternationalAlliance of Catholic Knigh®sesident Colin Walsh

With his three year term about to expire, outgoing National Supreme Knight Brian Cooper
announced the newly elected KSC National Executive, who would be installed and blessed after the
Vigil Mass later that evening. Further Agenda items were discussed before the official conclusion of
the Conference, where an Action Statement would be further developed to guide the Order in the
years to come. The Conference was concluded with the Vigil Madsratld by Bishop Davis in the
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struggles of first Christians, who relied on their faith in the Lord and Jesus Christ. At the conclusion of
the Mass, the nelly elected KSC National Executive were installed and blessed. The ceremony
included the blessing and lighting of this National Conference's Candle (which was lit from the 2017
IACK Conference Candle provided by IACK President Walsh), which in turntdsligé¢dhe State

Candles, which are taken by each State Chairman back to their own States, to be used in their State
Conferences, to provide a connection with all levels of Knights.

The newly installed KSC National Executive would be:

Supreme KnightDr. George Sekulla (Western Australia)
Deputy Supreme Knigh¥ince Granahan (Queensland)
National Secretanjan Fleetwood (South Australia)

National Executive OfficeBob Perkins (ACT)

National ChaplaiBishop Max Davis (ACT)

National Order Developmer@fficer John Hennessy (Victoria)

The rest of the National Executive, made up of the current KSC State Chairmen, and the Chairman of
Southern Cross Care Australia, are:



State Chairman (NSWGreg Brisco¢iough

State Chairman (Victoriafarmine Miranda

Sate Chairman (Queenslandiddie Radke

State Chairman (South Australidon Campbell

State Chairman (WANigel Hayward

State Chairman (Tasmanidphn Prichard

Chairman Southern Cross Care Austr@ian Neander (Queensland)

Back Row,-R:Fr Tony Keri(KSC Vic State Chapbairr AnthonyOnyirioha(KSC TaGhaplain), Msgr
Brian ) [ 2 dzE&KEd WiAYState giain), Bishop Max DavigkSC National Chaplain

Front Row, 1R: Greg BscoeHough KSC NSW State Chairmalofyn Pricard (KSCak State
Chairman), Carine Miranda (KSC Vic State Chairman), Vince Granahan (KSC Nat Dep Supreme
Knight), Mike Williama{SC New Zealamtional Supreme Knight Dr. George Sekulla (KSC
National Supreme Knight), lateBtwood (KSC National Secretaiyigel Hgward (KS®VA State
Charman), Eddie Radke (KSC QId State Chairman), Don Campbell (KSC SA State Chairman), Brian
Cooper Qutgoing KSC National Sapne Knighk

With the Installation Cereony complete, all proceeded to the Cathedral House Hall for the

Conference Dinner. The Dinner gave Knights and their Wives a chance to relax from all the

formalities of the previous two days, and allowed for socialising and fraternity between Knights from
different States, where they learned about the different activities each State is working on, such as

the Knights Catholic Leadership Academy for youth in Western Australia, the Townsville Flood

PLILISEE Ay vdzSSSyafl yRI | YR oflakThe gddst/speakdilibKtiieA & K2 LIQA 5
SAYYSNE 3IAPGAY3A GKS Ayl dzZ3dzaNIf W[ adyOK [SOUGdzZNBQ oyl
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held, with the following Knights receiving the following awards:
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Secretary Eddie Radke with his past National Secretary award;

KSC South Australia St&tbairman Don Campbell presented Brian Cooper with the Knight of

Honour award, presented to those few Knights that have given exceptional service to the Order over

many years.

Following the awards, Supreme Knight Sekulla addressed the Knights and Vdivesdance, and

acknowledged all those who assisted him along the-h&sy/family, the Knights from Western

Australia, to past Supreme Knights. This was followed with the Supreme Knight of KSC New Zealand

Mike Williams presenting Supreme Knight Sekulld witraditional Hei Toki stone as a gift in

appreciation for being invited to the Conference. Its wearer is said to be the shaper of their own
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retired for the night, to prepare for the conclusion of the Conference the following day.
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Since 1919

Newly irstalled KSC Natioh&upreme Kight Dr. George Sekulla addresses the Conference Dinner
attendees.



KSC Wstern Ausralia National Conference Dejation

KSQueenslandNational Conference Dejation



